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Tobacco is Whacko 
Sheri Graber, Shelli Smith 
Nancy K. Mann 
Dental Hygiene 
Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne 
This presentation focuses on the use of smokeless tobacco. Ingredients, addiction, 
oral effects, advertising, prevalence, true stories of users, smokeless tobacco in 
comparison with the use of cigarettes, and helpful tips to quit are addressed. 
Included are the proper oral homecare methods. Today's tobacco companies target 
young male adolescents with aggressive advertising. They do this to replace those 
who have died from the use of their product. The manufacturers of smokeless 
tobacco want these individuals to become addicted so that they will continually buy 
their product. These companies' advertisements depict a lifestyle that will intrigue 
possible users. What these advertisements do not show is the truth about their 
product. There are many implications to using smokeless tobacco. The oral effects 
alone are tremendous and include: oral cancer, kerotic pouch, abrasion, gingivitis, 
periodontal disease, recession, tooth decay, black hairy tongue, stained teeth, loss of 
taste, and bad breath. The use of tobacco products has significant affects on an 
individual's oral health. Since the mouth is the gateway to the rest of the body, 
overall health is affected when the mouth is not healthy. This presentation is targeted 
to young male adolescents who need to be informed that the lifestyle portrayed in 
advertisements is not a reality. Ultimately, the goal of the presentation is to save 
lives. 
